
Double-Entry Journal Directions:  While you are reading, you may wish to 
use post-its, mark up the text, or record notes on a separate piece of 
paper.  Ultimately, you will complete and submit your Double-Entry Journal to 
your next year’s Language Arts teacher. Please note that the Double-Entry 
Journal will be graded and serve as a planning for another assignment in the first 

weeks of school.  

The following checklist was created to support the completion of the 
Double-Entry Journal: 

1. On a separate paper, create a two-column chart for one summer reading 
book of fiction or nonfiction (see the example at the bottom). 
 

2. Label the left-hand column as “Citation.”  In the “Citation” column, cite 
three quoted passages that seem significant to the book’s central idea, the 
author’s message, or a situation in the text. Citations may be dialogue or 
regular narration. 

 
3. Include one citation from the beginning, two citations from the middle, 

and one citation from the end of the text.  
 

4. Make sure to include the author’s last name and page number at the end 
of each citation. Therefore, you will have a total of 4 citations. 

 
5.  Label the right-hand column “Significance.”  In the “Significance” column, 

provide some background information from the text about the citation. 
  

6. In addition, record thoughts or reactions that relate to the citations.  For 
example, explain, in your own words, the importance of each citation as 
it relates to a theme, main idea, or situation. In the end, make sure to 
explain why the citation is significant.  

 
7. Please avoid plagiarism as defined by The OWL at Purdue Online Writing 

Lab web site: http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/589/02/. In 
other words, record your own ideas. You are not permitted to use outside 

sources. 

 

 

 

 

http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/589/02/


Example of a Double-Entry Journal response from the beginning of Baum’s The 
Wonderful Wizard of Oz 

Citation Significance 

“They walked back to the road. Dorothy helped him 
over the fence, and they started along the path of 
yellow brick for the Emerald City” (Baum 10). 

  

[Please note that the citation is in quotes. Although it 
is possible to cite dialogue, one can also cite regular 
narration that does not record what a character is 
saying. In any case, the citation should appear exactly 
as it appears in the text. Furthermore, the citation is 
followed by a parenthetical citation that includes the 
author’s last name and the page number.] 

When Dorothy, the main character, was in search of the City of 
Emeralds, she comes across a scarecrow. Earlier in this chapter, 
Dorothy noticed Scarecrow blink his eye. That’s when she 
discovered the Scarecrow was alive. Soon after, Dorothy helps 
Scarecrow down from his perch, and Scarecrow explains (to 
Dorothy) that he fears living with a head filled with straw because 
he feels he will never know anything. Scarecrow joins Dorothy’s 
quest to go to the Emerald City because Scarecrow wants to 
possess knowledge. It seems like all the characters are on a search 
for something they feel they need to be better or to be happy. 
This seems very important because both characters have 
problems, and they are hoping their problems will be solved in the 
Emerald City. I wonder if Dorothy and Scarecrow will find the 
answers they are looking for. 

An additional resource for the Double-Entry Journal can be found at: 

http://www.adlit.org/strategies/22091/ 

       

http://www.adlit.org/strategies/22091/

